
Wordless Wonders
*As you come in, please pick a book 
that reflects the community where 

you work!
Emily C. Thompson & Beth Marshall



Mirrors Windows Sliding Glass 
Doors



Windows: 

Share your book, and introduce yourself to 

a partner that you don’t know.

Mirrors: 

Choose a book that reflects the community 

you work in.

Sliding Glass Doors: 

Partners find another set of 

partners and share again!



Objectives

● What does the research say?

● Interactive Read-Alouds

● Vocabulary & Comprehension Strategies

● Using Wordless Books to Support Literacy

● Planning with a Wordless Book



What does the research 
say?

“Educators select books and 
materials that reflect many 

diversities, help children identify 
with characters and themes, and 
discover new information, ideas, 

and experiences.”

https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/books/dap-fourth-edition


What does the research 
say?

P: Reading:
“Children read pictures 

before they read letters 
and words.”

https://highscope.org/product/cor-advantage-desk-reference/


What does the research 
say?

https://literacyessentials.org/literacy-essentials/the-essentials/essential-instructional-practices-in-early-literacy-prekindergarten/


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x-2GVoE-rfo


Interactive



Why Wordless Books

Literacy-rich 

conversations

Children 

become 

storytellers

Repeated 

readings offer 

new 

experiences 

each time



Getting Started
“Reading aloud is an effective 

way to support children’s 

development of knowledge 

and vocabulary that they will 

need for later reading 

comprehension” 

(Gainsley, 2019).



Getting Started
1. Choose your time of day and space 

to have a consistent read-aloud.

2. Read the book yourself.

3. Choose “stopping points” to pause 

and make comments about what 

you and the children notice. 

4. Make a list of vocabulary words with 

child-friendly definitions.





Vocabulary
“Preschool oral language 

(including vocabulary and 

listening comprehension) 

predicts third-grade reading 

comprehension” 

(Lepola et al., 2016).



Vocabulary
1. Make a list of vocabulary words related to 

the book’s concepts, illustrations, themes, 

children’s needs or interests.

2. Think about and write down child-friendly 

definitions.

3. Connect new words with what they already 

know.

4. Show other examples of the word with 

pictures or things.





Comprehension FOcus POints
Predicting: Saying what might happen next based on current 

understanding.

Recalling facts: Remembering relevant information in a text

Retelling: Recalling actions and events from stories

Making 
Connections:

Relating pictures and text to personal experiences and prior 
knowledge.

Synthesizing: Integrating information presented in the text to form new 
ideas and understanding

Inferring: Drawing conclusions that are implied from contextual clues 
rather than from explicit statements in text

Summarizing: Briefly restating the main ideas of a text





Book 
Bop



Resource Page

Contacts:

Emily C. Thompson

emilyc.thompson@monroeisd.us

Beth Marshall

beamarshall@wccnet.edu
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